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“This is the beginning of a 
beautiful friendship”...this 
is our exact sentiment as 
we take on a brand new 
approach to keep every- 
one connected and work- 
ing closely together as we 
bring CSDR into the 2Ist 
century. We believe 
strongly in communication, 
communication, and more 
communication, not to 
mention collaboration 


galore. This newsletter will 


help us keep in y 


touch with the 
CSDR community 
as we bring to you 
the latest news, 


projects, data, re- 


Why CCC? 


The curriculum department’s 
new tagline is “Creating Co- 
hesion through Collabora- 
tion.” The purpose behind 
this is twofold. First, many of 
the names/terms associated 
with our school begin with 
C, such as California, Cubs, 
and Curriculum. We wanted 
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Welcome to our first issue 


sources, web links, etc. to 
keep everyone updated on 
what’s going on “over 
there on the Curriculum 
Island.” The purpose be- 
hind this is essentially to 
make sure that everyone is 
on the same page when it 
comes to what we are, will 
be, and want to be teach- 
ing our students, both on a 
daily basis and over longer 


periods of time. Our cur- 


riculum staff will be shar- 


to use what was familiar to us 
to evoke a feeling of true 
teamwork amongst our stu- 
dents, staff, parents, and com- 
munity members. We are all 
aware of the importance of 
collaboration. Our long term 
goal has always been to be a 
truly cohesive unit, so putting 
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ing a wealth of information 
about a wide variety of 
education-based trends 
and curriculum updates in 
all content areas across all 
grade levels. Oh yes, there 
will be essential, relevant 
data. Oh yes, there will be 
teacher humor. And oh 
yes, there will be helpful 
tips! Please take time to 
read this information-filled 
newsletter, and feedback/ 
contributions are always 
welcome! Simply 
send an e-mail to 
the curriculum su- 
pervisor, Scarlett 


Valencia. 


these words together along 
with another important verb, 
‘creating,’ just made perfect 
sense. Thus, a great tagline 
was born! We now practice 
CCC everywhere as an im- 
portant reminder that in or- 
der to be the best school, we 
need to work together! 


Creating Cohesion 


“In any subject 
matter, words are 
more important 


than anything else.” 


-James Dashner, “The Maze 


Runner” 
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Raincross of College & Career Readiness 


California School for the Deaf- Riverside 


To your right, you can see the Raincross of 
College & Career Readiness logo. When | 
showed this logo to Dr. Ellerbee, he asked 
me how | would rate our staff on a I-10 
scale about their understanding of this 

logo. | guessed “5,” and then he asked me, 
“How much do you want to rate the staff's 
understanding by the end of the 2015 
school year?” Of course, | quickly answered, 
“10!” It is about facing challenges as the 
curriculum department to be responsible on 
how to train all of our staff to be better able 
to help prepare every student for college & 
career readiness. Our staff will reach a 


greater level of understanding sooner for 


Interim 
Assessments 


Learning Targets 


Instruction 


Raincross 


SURE! 


LEGOs in Math! 


Yes, it’s true, LEGOs, that all so 
famous toy, has come to the 
Special Needs Depart- 

ment. We all know the value of 
LEGOs as a creative and imagi- 
native building toy, but it is 
really much more than 

that. Special Needs students 
are discovering the diverse 
applications these bricks have to 
their acquisition of math 


skills. Students have been using 


-Darrin Green 


them to learn basic counting 
skills and concepts related to 
equal, more than, and less 
than. They have also been add- 


ing, 


subtracting, multiplying and 


of 
College & Career Readiness 


dividing with them. Students 
are even able to use LEGOs to 
learn about perimeter, area, and 
fractions. So, if you enter a SN 
classroom and see students 
with LEGOs, they are not just 
playing, but learning math! 


-Lisa Kuntzsch-Beck 


we GO oaAaraA sg 


High School Social Studies Textbook Adoption 


The high school social stud- 
ies program is currently 
undergoing a textbook 
adoption for the World 
History, US History, Ameri- 
can Government and Eco- 
nomics courses. During this 
collaborative adoption pro- 
cess, high school textbook 
and related materials from a 
variety of publishers and 
authors are being compared 
using a series of rubrics. 
Some of the areas that the 
rubrics cover include forma- 


tive and summative assess- 
ment, Common Core State 
Standards, multicultural 
content, technology, and 
universal access. HS social 
studies teachers, a MS social 
studies teacher and a curric- 
ulum specialist are working 
together narrow down the 
search for a few textbooks 
that are ideal for use in a 
variety of class levels. New 
standards-based social stud- 
ies textbooks voted on this 
year will be adopted and 


will be used in HS classes 


beginning next school year. 


-Alex Zernovoj 


Word of the Week (WotW) 


One of the key instructional shifts 
that the ELA Common Core State 
Standards focuses on is academic 
vocabulary. Many of our students 
need a greater degree of exposure to 
a variety of academic words that will 
help them be able to follow lessons 
and do assessments. Stacey Hausman 
attended a workshop covering aca- 
demic vocabulary and came back with 
a wonderful idea: Word of the 
Week. Working with Melissa Brown, 
they have made it a reality. Each 
week, an academic vocabulary word 
is chosen and shared with the entire 
CSDR campus. The word is posted 
on walls inside classrooms and 
around hallways for visibility; the ASL 


The Illiterate of the 21st Century 


Many of you have already seen 
the quote by Alvin Toffler that 
has been shared during previous 
trainings about learning, unlearn- 
ing, and relearning. Toffler goes 
on to say this as well: >The new 
education must teach the individ- 
ual how to classify and reclassify 
information, how to evaluate 
its veracity, how to change 


categories when necessary, 


Standards-Based Grading 


Check out this link: http://blog.mindresearch.net/ 


version is signed and distributed 
via a brief video clip; the school 
TV news anchors explain the 
WotW; teachers and other staff 
expose students to the WotW on 
a daily basis. We’ve heard several 
success stories as a result of this 
school-wide collaboration already. 
For example, in Anita Metroka’s 
classroom, one of her students 
was taking the MAP when she got 
all excited after recognizing one 
of the WotW on the test. She 
was able to understand the ques- 
tion because of her exposure to 
the WotW. We look forward to 
hearing more stories like this in 
the weeks to come! 


how to move from the con- 
crete to the abstract and 
back, how to look at prob- 
lems from a new direction- 
how to teach himself. 
Tomorrow’s illiterate will 
not be the man who can’t 


read; he will be the man 


who has not learned how to 


learn.” 


blog/bid/376127/A-Look-Inside-Standards-Based- 


Grading-at-Starr-Detroit-Academy 


News from the CSDR Student Library: 


We have finally re-established our ASL Book Club! Our first book is Divergent by Veronica Roth. We will be pairing up with 
two HS English classes who are also reading the book as well. The goal is to have the students read the book, complete assign- 
ments, participate in lunch meetings, and eventually go to a movie. | tend to use books that are being turned into movies as | find it 


re 
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Previous Words of 


NO. REALLY, WHY 


DIDN'T YOU GO I WASN'T VERY the Week: 
TO COLLEGE? 6000 AT 
MATHEMATING. 
=> Accurate 
=> Infer 
=> Compare 
=> Solve 
I'M GUESSING YOU 
WEREN'T VERY GOOD ol 
AT ENGLISH EITHER => Explain 
YOu'RE JUST > Interpret 
JEALOUS OF MY 
=> Define 


The illiterate of the 
21st century will not be 
those who cannot read 
and write, but those 


who cannot learn, 


Unlearn Relearn 


unlearn, and relearn. 


-Alvin Toffler 


Another WONDERFUL website to help 
you understand SBG better: http:// 
youngteacherlove.blogspot.com/2013/07/ 


walking-through-standards-based- 
grading.html 


ei 


is very motivating for the students to be able to read the book and then see the movie. It helps them to compare both the book and 
the movie to see which one is better. Our next book club event will be in the fall when school begins. | hope to have a new title 


ready. If you have some suggestions — | would love to hear from you! -Mary Margaret Kopcho 
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Creating Cohesion 
through Collaboration 


Chair 


Life 


Upcoming Events 


April 9: ASL Storysigning at Barnes & Noble 


April | 1: CCSS—ELA Training 


April 18: Elementary School—Author’s 


April 21: Language Planning for Residential 


May 7: ASL Storysigning at Barnes & Noble 


May 9: Middle School Math Olympiad 


May 12: ECE, Elementary, and High School 
Math Olympiad 


May 19: Language Planning for Residential Life 


May 28: Math IA #5 for grades K-| 


April 22-23: Special Needs Math Olympiad 
June 4: ASL Storysigning at Barnes & Noble 
April 22: Bilingual Best Practices seminar 


WE 
ARE 


CSD 
RIVERSIDE! 


— <8" Teach like a Champion 


Websites you 
definitely should 
check out: 


Common Sense 
Media: http:// 


www.commonsense 
media.org/ 


Storybird: http:// 
storybird.com/ 


20th vs. 21st 
Century: http:// 
edorigami.edublogs.org/2 
010/10/02/comparing- 
20th-and-2 | st-century- 


educational-paradigms/ 


We have been introducing 
some of the 49 techniques that 
can be found in Doug Lemov’s 
“Teach like a Champion” book. 
Teachers who attended recent 
CCSS trainings have earned 
certificates (see pictures on 
right) for two techniques so 
far: Right is Right and No Opt 
Out. 


Right is Right: set and defend 
a high standard of correctness 
in your classroom. The teacher 
does not accept partially or 
almost right answers. The 
teacher holds out for ALL THE 
WAY and makes students an- 
swer the question asked and 
when you ask it. Teachers 
make sure students use tech- 
nical vocabulary and tell stu- 
dents they are almost there or 
almost correct until they are 
100% correct. Students strive 
to provide precise answers to 


specific questions asked and 


believes they are capable of 
getting answers as right as stu- 
dents anywhere else. 


No Opt Out: a sequence that 
begins with a student unwilling 
or unable to answer a question 
ends with that student giving the 
right answer as often as possible 
even if they only repeat it. The 
teacher provides answers and a 
student repeats it, then another 
student provides answer and the 
first student repeats, then an- 
other student repeats the an- 
swer, and so on. The student 
who first answers is not able to 
avoid work or failure and be- 
comes increasingly familiar with 
success because they answer 
questions correctly more often. 


For more information: http:// 
teachlikeachampion.com/ 


No Opt Out 


